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EXPLANATIONS. 








The East Boston Branch of the Boston Public Library was opened for the delivery — bi 
of books on the twenty-seventh day of January, 1871. It contained at that time about vi 
5,700 volumes, of which 2,682 were presented by the Sumner Library Association of ; 
East Boston. i 
The first Catalogue was pibbehed onthe third day of March, 1871. The present Cat. . be 
alogue, which has been prepared by Mr. William H. Foster, assisted by Mrs. A.C, D. Keen, 
- contains the titles of about 10,500 volumes, with entries under the names of authors, and 
_ titles, or subjects. Its scope has been enlarged by references to the best books in the ~ 
Central Library. These and all books in the Central Library suitable for circulation a. 
MAY. be lent to readers at this Branch, and they will be delivered, if in the Central | 
_ Library at the time, on the day after the application is made. The pe catalogues: ae 
- of the Central Library can be found 6n the tables at this Branch. 
Books are entered in this Catalogue under the names of authors, when known 3 _ 
under the inztials of the authors’ names when these only appear, the last initial being ’ 
put first; under the pseudonyms, or assumed names, of the writers, when the real ones. ay ; 
are not ascertained. Such books are also entered under their titles or subjects, followed — 
me by the names, initials, or pseudonyms of the authors. In case of an anonymous book PY 
_ the author of which is unknown, the entry is under the first word of the title, not pan 
article. ey 
Initials enclosed iene marks of parenthesis stand for Christian names which ar 
not usually retained by the person to whom they properly belong; as Agassiz, Ta 
(J.R.). In the headings of titles, the German diphthongs, i, 6, ii, are written ae, 0 
ue; Goethe occurs, a example, before Goldsmith, instead of after it. An italicize 
name within marks of parenthesis following the name of an author is the pseudonym 
_ such author; as Hector, A. F. (Mrs. Alexander), or another form of the a 
j Napoléon 1. (Napoléon Bonaparte) . a within titles, enclose words additional . 
_or changed in form. a 
piSidens of Cards at this Branch ae can take out one volume at a time {ror 0 





































- ic fone trom the Beahohit 3 ae “a 
Ri Fiction and juvenile books published within one year may circulate for wae Ae 
all other books for fourteen days. No transfers of books by card are permitted. ae 
Wao: can be taken out again by the person returning it until it has remained one Gh 
Bi 1B a a on the shelf. , SO ae Te a a 
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“RAST BOSTON BRANCH. 





| 4...» .. ANNUAL REPORT YEAR ENDING 1890. 7 Si 
oc. | 1% 
i. are total number of books delivered at this Branch for ee 


the year ending 1890, not including the reference books in the © 


btoat-< j § 2 : P 
ey Hae. room, was the largest since 1885. The increase eommenced 


By pommencnent of the summer months, when, as is often the case 


“and ca may say, always the case, during the vacation season, the. 


fai me 4 : * 
es ovals were much smaller than the preceding year corresponding 





months. But the totals of the first six months were so much 





larger than the previous year that the loss: of the last six # 


4 months did not lower the annual total but Lt Was: found Lovee 







oo three thousand in advance of 1889 and a much larger 


tn Le the past year, of those condemned only about 
.A greater part of the books 


eourse the most popular, and it is very. im- 
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our new applicants and are sometimes rather chosen than the 
new. I do not really think that our readers are apt to leave 
because they carmot find the book called for as they can gen- 
erally find other works quite as interesting, unless the book 
wanted is for sictne special study, in that case we always make 
it a point to send the slip and card to the Central department. 

The one-hundred arid ninety-four volumes in the Ri reom 
have been loaned three thousand two hundred and fifty-one 
times during 1890. WoCdadccount is kept.of the*titles ‘loaned 
and no account of the number of times loaned, but they could 
all be added to the class, “miscellaneous,” in the Hall use 
and in this way inerease the pr. ct. of eireulation. 

As far as we have been able to notice the different ealis 
have been for Ency. Britannica, Ency. American, Young Folks' 
Eney. of Persons and Places, Eney. of Common Things. Under 
the present arrangement it would be impossible to arrive at 
eae total circulation for) any of the above, but simply grand 
werel of all. 

The "Popular Seience Monthly"and"North American"have been 
suggested as additions to tue R. room, also"New England Mag- 


azine", this last was recommended and a slip sent in to the 


Central department but it has not yet been received at this 
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Branch. I would recommend duplicates for our most popular 
periodicals, “Golden Days," Puck and Life. While the reading 
of the above list is only intended for the very young readers 
as they are our most constant readers I, think it would be well 
to furnish the extra copies. They are so particular about 


reading these that they will.sit patiently and wait for one 


“reader: *to finish. THE “Gore. tion od. “the above I.st atthe 


end of Oye week is unfit for a second week's circulation as 
the volumes just condemned will testify. Of course “these 
small boys soon outgrow these magazines and call for something 
better but there are so many of the very young readers who are 
signing their names that the demand is always large and the 
papers hardly fit to handle at the end of one week. 

Yours trady, 


(Signed ) Sarah .C.:.Godbold. 
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me-cireulaticnof this Branch, which “bag 
reached as high as 101,000 for a full year’s 
wore. snus gradually decreased from year tc year 
until at the close of the present year Dec. 1891 
Peewee rcwiakion is the smallest, for 4 fulleyears 
work, On record since the opening of the Branch 
and more than sixteen thousand less than the pre- 
eeaing year, 1890. 

It would be impossible to assign any partic- 
ular reason for this immense loss. We have noticed 
that many of our adult readers have dropped off, 
but our registration of new signers remains about 
the same. 

Of eourse we register more names from the 
publie schools, but have about the usual number 
6f adult signers. fiyis juet possi bles thas our 
adult readers send their children for the books. 

The Publie School children are just commencing 


to read and can use our catalogue for a much longer 





ao, 


a 
period than can our adults who have read many of 
the pDoOKs, befere applying for thelr card, Tt is 
er course very ditiicult to keép cur, adults, as 
after repeated attempts for certain books they 
seem discouraged and purchase books occasionally. 
Reading matter is now so very cheap that many 
people would prefer purchasing a copy rather than 
wait so long for aur new copies. 

Of course where we have condemned nearly 
five hundred copies of our most popular books 
and have only replaced a few of these numbers, 
these five hundred copies alone would make a 
Poeoreo bie Tences IN tie circulation, as there are 
more people who return the book-in less than fifteen 
days than retain it the full time. One copy 
alone would circulate about four times in four 
weeks and at the end of the year the five hundred 
eopies condemned have lost a large circulation. 

I do not wish however to give the impression 
that I would approve of replacing every condemned 
book. There are many books of poems and many 


writers of fiction whose works it would be advisable 





(Sy 
always to have on the shelves of a public library. 
| There are many books out of print and also many old 
books condemned that 1 should prefer not Naving 
replaced, but would recommend substituting some 
recent work of fiction so bees book numbers 
could be kept up and our adult readers retained 
as the patrons of the library are constantly 
calling for some new work. The few students 
who call we ean generally supply as the books 
used by them are seldom sufficiently worn to 
eondemn. 

Many of our juvenile books have also shared 
the same fate as our works of fiction, they have 
been withdrawn instead of replacing or furnishing 
a new title and author equally as good. At the 
present time we have several books appearing on our 
catalogues that have been condemned for some two : iy 
years and for a longer time, and they are in .con- 
stant demand, but as we have not yet received word | 


. | : 
to withdrawn them from circulation of course they 


will be called for until they are withdrawn. 


We have in use quite a large number of Hall 
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Psi Ds. These are used mostly by the pupils of the 


Pili schools. Harper’s Weekly is only allowed 
to circulate on the hall slips and all of the 
Poiunes belonging to this Branch are in constant 
demand. 

THE OSs 11 circulation of the periodicais 
Heeenc en im. Cl this Branch, as less than the “Less 
in the Delivery room, The boys and girls from 
nine to twelve years of age all seem anxious to 
eommenee using the R. R. and all seem to have 
measied? the ape or twelve very soon aiter their 
foniebirtnday. Lt 1s: almost impossible to keep 
mcs’ 1) tEle Ones away. 

They are equally as anxious tO sign for a 
e2cc- sel thoueh in this particular branch of the 
work Teglstrattons we are better able to get at 
tieir exact age, unless their parents too forget 
their children’s age as they do occasionally. i 
Have nothing in particular to suggest excepting what 
has already been said regarding replacements of 
eondemned books. 


Yours truly, 


Sarah C. Godbold. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
February 1, 1903 - January 31, 1904. 
SERVICE. 

The leave of absence of the custodian, on ac- 
count of illness, extended to May 1, 1903. Througa- 
out the period, the activities of the branch | 

oved on smoothly and, in spite of burdens of ex- 
tra work, the new charging system was successfully 
inaugurated, the circulation increased,and deposit 
ork with the schools grew rapidly. These results 
can be attributed only to the faithfulness and 
energy which Miss Wing, the acting custodian, and 
the other members of the force showed,in their 
eagerness that the work should not suffer. 

In view of Miss Wing’s cheerful and efficientserv- 
ice at this time and her readiness always to share 
the burden of responsibility as well as to work 
with unflagging zeal, the regrading of her posi- 
tien, in October, with the increase of salary at- 
tached was especially happy and fitting. 

The generous allowance for extra service was con= 
tinued until October, when Florence M. Bethune was 
appointed to a regular position in grade D., after 
two and a half years on the extra force. ~ 
CIRCULATION. 

The record of direct home use is 2485 less 
than last year, but that of books issued through 
schools is 3983 more, which, with an increase of 
113 in books received from the Central Library, 
makes a net gain of 1611 for the year. 

The percentage of fiction (including juve- 
nile) is .7175, or .107 less than last year, 
but ,as this is the first year we have had the ex-= 
act classification, the comparison can hardly be 
con sidered accurate. The percentage of fiction 
from the Central Library is .416, a decrease of 


2157 from that of last year. 
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The record of Central Library books returned 
through the branch shows a gain of 152 and that of 
applications to the Central Library, a gain of 
930. At the same time, the perceniage of unsuc~ 
cessful cards is .18 less than last year. 


DEPOSIT WORK. 

114 deposits of 2268 branch books have been 
sent to 42 teachers in 9 institutions this year, 
against 24 deposits of 805 books to 14 teachers in 
6 institutions last year. The demand has increased 
so fast and continues so steadily, that in most 
cases only 20 books have been sent to a class, and 
even then the resources of the branch have been 
taxed their utmost and the collection for daily 
issue has suffered sadly. From the reports of the 
teachers, however, it seems that the books sent to 
the schools reach more hands and are more careful= 
ly read than those issued on cards to the younger 
children at the branch. One teacher, who had 20 
books for 10 weeks, wrote on returning them, "166 
books have been read so far, besides parts of 
many." Another says; "The children love the books 
you sent. Not one of them is left on the shelf." 

Great care has been used in the selection of 
the books, for this plan seems to offer a prac= 
tical solution to the problem how to get good 
reading into the hands of the children. Experience 
shows that, at the branch, you may lead a child to 
a good book, but you cannot make him take it -- 
without interfering with individual liberty. But 
at the school, where there are only a few books, 
and it is a privilege to have any, all are used, 
and the best, if provided, are the favorites. In 
this section especially, where children’s classics 
are not found in the homes, it seems imperative to 
grasp this opportunity. 

106 volumes have been reserved at the branch 
throughout the year for the use of the English 
classes at the High School. In the main, however, 
the teachers are coming to have sent them on de~ 
posit any books which they want circulated rapidly 
among their pupils. 

232 books have been received on deposit from the 

Central Library this year, 4 gain of 46 over last 
year. These have been sent out to the schools to 

supplement those already sent from the branch. 
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VOLUMES. 

The number of accessions tunis year is 273 
more than last and the number of losses, 80 more. 
19 missing volumes have been found. 

The number of books missing from the shelves 
is 44, only 21 of which are from the shelves for 
younger readers. 11 of the Lubbock books are 
missing. While waiting reclassification, all of 
them were placed in an alcove in the stack, where 
their array of bright red bindings evidently 
proved too attractive to be resisted. From the 

character of the books taken, it is probable that 
this is the work of students. The following are 
among the missing. 

Aristotle. Politics. 

Carlyle. Past and present. 

Descartes. Discours de la méthode. 

Goethe. Faust. 

Plate. Dialogues. 

Voltaire. Zadig et Micromégas. 

Xenophon. Anabasis. 


EXHIBITS, ETC. 

The exhibits of pictures from the Central Li- 
brary have been looked at with interest by large 
numbers of people. The teachers have begun to re-~ 
alize that they may have portfolios of pictures 
for use at the schools. In the case of two High 
School teachers, an attempt has been made to get 
systematically plates illustrative of the country 
or period of history being studied, The Prang ex- 
amples of historic ornament have been used by 
others end the Chefs d@?OEuvre des grands maitres 
have been asked for. 

There is much material on hand for bulletin 
work but only two bulletins have been made, owing 
to pressure of more imperative work. 

In May, some Promethea cocoons were hung in 
the issue room, where they hatched and were watched 
with interest by the children. 


MISCELLANEOUS WORK. 
During the summer, the spare time was used in 
supplying missing pages, in handwriting or on a 
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typewriter which was sent from the Central Library. 
198 pages and 27 title-pages were supplied in 112 
volumes which have since been bounce. Miss Mac~ 
dougall has done considerable of this work at Sta- 
tion %. for the branch but has kept no record of 
+t. 

10247 books have been repaired at the branch 
in the course of the daily mending. 


IMPROVEMENTS. 

The lighting system, which has long needed 
attention, was repaired last summer, larger pipes 
and new and additional fixtures being put where 
needed. This has resulted in a marked improvement 
Lae Lient. 

Two additional steam radiators have been put 
in , one of them in the lower entrance hall, where 
it tempers the cold draughts that come in every 
time the outside door is opened. 

Bars marked "No Admittance", which have been 
placed at the entrances to the issue desk, give 
needed protection from the encroachments of the 
privileged public. 


SUNDAY OPENING. 
The average attendance for the six months of 
Sunday opening this year is 533, or 29 more than 
for the same period last year. The average issus 
of books is 14 more. The percentage of adults is 
. 322, or .056 less. Instead of being grown peoples 
day, Sunday, like every other day,is becoming 
children’s day. The space reserved for the chil- 
dren measures only about 11 feet by 13 feet. Nat- 
urally they overflow into the general reading room 
where they use the current periodicals and refer- 
ence books as picture books. It is very difficult 
to keep the reading room habitable under these 
conditions, for, although there is not much mali- 
cious disorder, there is a constant stir and clat- 
ter of feet and inclination to talk. Such an at- 
mosphere attracts children, while it repels many 
adults. The resulting confusion leads to and 
covers careless use of the books and magazines and 
the attendants need to be Argus-eyed to detect the 
real offenders. One of the most painful features 
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is the wilful mutilation of some periodicals and 

_ the disappearance of several magazines. The sepa- 
ration of children and adults may help matters a 

little but conditions cannot be changed materially 

without more space than our present quarters give. 


NEEDS. 

The need of a large amount of binding is ever 
present. 

As has already been suggested, generous re- 
duplication of children’s classics and other books 
most useful for deposit work with the schools is 
necessary if the growing demand is to be met with-= 
ont exhausting the collection for daily issue. 

A moderate duplication of the new fiction re- 
ceived by the branch would help to satisfy those 
who have read the old and want the new. 

It is evident that access to shelves for 
adults as well as for children should be more 
carefully guarded and that a larger space, sSepa- 
rate from that for adults, should be given to the 
children’s use. Plans for these changes are now 
under discussion but a gain of space for the 
children can be had only through loss of space for 
adults. 

The working force of the branch is not yet 
large enough to get the work done in the hours 
specified. The deposit work, which is a compara- 
tively new activity for the branch, takes much 
more time and judgment than to issue the same num-= 
ber of books in any other way and cannot be done 
in connection with the other routine work. With 
five regular workers, we have 256 hours of service 
a week, including extra service. Last year, with 
four regulars and a large allowance for extras, we 
had 285 hours a week. It is a struggle to gét the 
daily routine work done, many important things 
have been left undone, scant attention has been 
given to the public, and reference work with the 
children has been done too hastily or not at all» 
Such a state of affairs is harassing to the work- 
ers and will bring discredit on the branch, but 
cannot be avoided without additional service. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Wow ©. WW 


Custodian. 
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